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READING AND USE OF ENGLISH 

 
Are you tired of going on holiday to the usual places? What about holidays in space? I’m not 

talking about Star Trek, but in a few years we may be offered a holiday in a hotel in space. 
 
An American company based in California is already planning the activities it can offer potential 

passengers. The hotel will rotate while it orbits around the earth every 90 minutes, so there will be 
zero gravity at the centre of the building and about 20 per cent normal gravity in the rest. This may 
cause some people to feel dizzy and vomit. 

 
The challenge is now to build a safe, relatively inexpensive spacecraft to take people up into 

space to the hotel. Another American company has presented a ‘space plane’ that can fly outside the 
earth’s atmosphere and return to land safely in the same place. But this is still at an experimental 
stage. 

 
The journey is not without its risks, as any one of the thousands of objects that orbit the earth 

could hit the spaceship. This would cause considerable damage and put the lives of passengers and 
crew in great danger. 

 
However, for some people, the experience of looking at the earth from outer space is worth the 

risk. Are you one of them? 
 
 

1.a) Read the text and answer the questions. 

– Give the text a title in English to summarize its content. Justify your choice.  

 
 

– What is the main challenge the American company faces now?  

 

– Why does the writer say that the journey ‘is not without its risks’?  
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1.b) Read the text again and decide if the statemen ts are true or false. Justify your answers. 

– Holidays in space are a crazy dream.  

 

– There will be zero gravity in all the areas of the hotel.  

 
 

– Zero gravity can cause people to be sick.  

 
 

– There is a plane that can fly into space and return to its point of departure.  

 
 

– The journey is completely safe.  

 
 

2. Find words in the text that mean the same as: 

– possible (para. 2)                                                            ago 
– comparatively (para. 3)                                                   ago 
– exploratory or provisional (para. 3)                                 ago 
– phase or level (para. 3)                                                   ago 
– dangers (para. 4)                                                            ago 

 
3. Rewrite the sentences using the words given.  

– I started university two years ago. 
I have                                                                                                            two years. 

– We want an engineer to do it. 
We want to have                                                                                            an engineer. 

– It’s too cold to go out walking. 
If it wasn’t                                                                                                       out walking. 

– It is possible that someone stole your bag when you put it on the floor. 
Someone may                                                                                                 on the floor. 

– I haven’t seen my cousins since May. 
The last time I                                                                                                  May. 
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– ‘What about a drink?’ 
Francisco suggested ____________________________. 

 
4.  Writing. 

Write a composition of 70–100 words on one of the following topics. 

– The advantages and disadvantages of living in space. 
– You are a space tourist. Send an e-mail to a friend describing your trip.  

 
 
 
 

 
 

CRITERIOS DE EVALUACIÓN Y CALIFICACIÓN 
 

♦♦♦♦ Con esta prueba se pretende evaluar la capacidad de comprensión y expresión escrita en inglés. 
 
♦♦♦♦ El conjunto de la prueba tendrá un valor máximo de 10 puntos  distribuidos de la siguiente manera: 
 

– PRIMERA PREGUNTA: 3 puntos . Evaluar la capacidad de comprensión y de expresión. Debe 
tenerse en cuenta la adecuación de las respuestas al contenido del texto. 

 1.a) 1 punto . Los 2 primeros ítems 0,3 puntos cada uno y el tercer ítem 0,4 puntos. 
 1.b) 2 puntos .  Cada ítem 0,40 puntos. 

– SEGUNDA PREGUNTA: 1 punto  (0,2 cada ítem). Comprobar los conocimientos de vocabulario. 

– TERCERA PREGUNTA: 3 puntos  (0,5 cada ítem). Evaluar conocimientos de gramática. 

– CUARTA PREGUNTA: La puntuación máxima es de 3 puntos . 1 punto para la corrección 
gramatical y ortográfica, 1 punto para la riqueza léxica y adecuación del vocabulario y 1 punto 
para coherencia y adecuación al tema. 

       Evaluar la madurez en la expresión, la corrección ortográfica, morfológica y sintáctica. 
 

 


